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November 11, 2000

Stuart L. Nightingale, M.D.

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation
Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington DC 20101

RE: Human Subject Protection and Financial Conflict of Interest
Federal Register [65 FR 41073 - 41076]

Dear Dr. Nightingale:

The American Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS) and the Congress of Neurological
Surgeons (CNS), representing over 4,500 practicing neurosurgeons in the United States, wish
to endorse the comments of the American Association of Medical Colleges (AAMC) regarding
conflicts of interest and human research subjects. We believe this is an important component of
research and deserves the careful attention of all stakeholders, and we commend you for
raising the important questions set forth in the notice. It is important to take into consideration
the obligation to patients to ensure that they are informed of issues relating to their treatment,
while ensuring that the investigators and the research institutions are not hindered in their
efforts to cure diseases.

On behallf of ali neurosurgeons and the patients we serve, thank you for consideration of this
important topic. If you need further information or clarification on this issue, please feel free to
contact Lori Shoaf, Senior Washington Associate at (202) 628-2072 or
Ishoaf@neurosurgery.org.

Sincerely,

Stewart B. Dunsker, M.D. Issam A. Awad, M.D.
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